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School of Law Commencement

Roger Williams University School Law Commencement Class of 2022
Posted to Facebook 4/7/22

RWU Law is excited to announce that that Class of 2022 will be hearing from two major
newsmakers at this year's Commencement ceremony:
First, Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases and chief medical advisor to the president of the United States, will deliver a keynote
address to the entire University body.
Then Rachael S. Rollins, U.S. Attorney for the District of Massachusetts, will headline the law
school ceremony and receive an honorary doctorate of law.
For full story, visit: https://law.rwu.edu/.../dr-anthony-fauci-us-attorney...

Posted to Facebook 5/12/22
Congratulations to RWU Law's 2022 distinguished honorary degree recipient, the Honorable Francis X. Flaherty,
Associate Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court (Retired). He will be receiving the degree of Doctor of Laws, Honoris
Causa at next Friday’s commencement exercises. #RWULaw2022
— at Roger Williams University School of Law

Posted to Facebook 5/13/22

Congratulations are also in order to another RWU Law 2022 distinguished honorary degree
recipient, the Honorable John J. McConnell, Jr. of the United States District Court, District of
Rhode Island. He will be receiving the degree of Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa at next
Friday’s commencement exercises. #RWULaw2022

Posted to Facebook 5/16/22

Rachael S. Rollins, United States Attorney for the District of Massachusetts, will headline the
law school ceremony and receive an honorary doctorate of law. She is the first Black woman
to be confirmed as US Attorney in that district. She previously broke ground as the first
Black woman elected District Attorney in Suffolk County, Massachusetts. We are excited to
hear her remarks this Friday and welcome her into the RWU family.

ATTN: Third Year Students
Here is a recap of important deadlines and other celebrations detailed below. The
Student Commencement Meeting video link is here.
RWU Commencement Ceremony – Friday, May 20, 2022 – Main Athletic Field behind
the Campus Recreation Center, Bristol Campus. Law School graduates who are
participating must arrive to no later than 8:00 AM. Each Law School Graduate will
receive six tickets.
RWU School of Law Ceremony held in the Campus Recreation Center from 11:30 –
12:30 PM will follow the main RWU Commencement Ceremony. Law graduates must
report to the Fieldhouse for the processional line up no later than 10:45 AM. A
detailed timeline may be found on the School of Law’s Commencement page. Each Law
School Graduate will receive four guest tickets to the School of Law Ceremony. Tickets
were distributed to each graduate present at the Mandatory Commencement Meeting.
Commencement Tickets: If you were not present at today’s meeting, your tickets to the
main ceremony and the school of law ceremony may be picked up until Friday, April 22
in the Office of Student Finance and Records. Tickets not picked up by then will be
mailed. NOTE: The Office is closed on Friday, April 15 in observance of Good Friday.
Regalia – If you selected to have regalia shipped to the bookstore, plan to pick up after
May 9, 2022.
Commencement Boxed Lunches - Each graduating student may register for three (3)
FREE lunch tickets. (Register HERE). Boxed lunches will be provided on May 20 starting
at 11:00 AM through 1:30 PM on the lawn in front of Marine and Natural Science
Building. Additional boxed lunches ($9.00/per lunch ticket) are also available at the
above link. If you have any questions about the commencement boxed lunches, please
email scolliton@rwu.edu.
RWU Law Graduate Reception – Monday, May 16, 2022 – Register for this special
evening event as the School of Law Dean, Faculty, and Staff celebrate the Class of 2022
at the Glen Manor House in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The event will start at 4:30 PM
with an awards presentation followed by hors d’oeuvres and cocktails. Kindly RSVP by
Friday, May 6, 2022 via this link.

RWU President’s Reception for Graduate Students and Law Graduate Students –
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 – All graduate students are invited to a reception with the RWU
President from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM in the Global Heritage Hall, Atrium. Graduate
students will receive an email invitation with an RSVP by Tuesday, May 10 to
events@rwu.edu.

Today is a great day to RSVP for the Class of 2022 Graduate
Reception…
If you have not already registered, kindly respond by May 6 via
this link.
Happy Friday!

Please join Dean Gregory W. Bowman at a reception honoring the
law school Class of 2022.
The reception will be held Monday, May 16, 2022, from 4:30 – 7:30
p.m.
at the beautiful Glen Manor House, on the Sakonnet River in
Portsmouth.
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Pre-Reception Awards Presentation
5:30 -7:30 p.m.
Class of 2022 Reception
I hope that you will be able to join members of the Class of 2022,
as well as members of the faculty, adjunct faculty, and staff, to
celebrate.
Your response is kindly requested by May 6 via this link.

Click here for directions
Updates will be communicated via email and posted on the School of Law’s
Commencement page.

Congratulations!
RWU Law Events

Hi 3Ls!

I am excited to announce that we are officially going to have our 3L cruise on Sunday May
15th! We are working to get shuttles to leave from campus at 3:45pm so we can depart from the
boat at 4:30pm. The boat is planned to arrive back at 6:30pm with another shuttle to
return back to campus.

Tickets will be $5 per person. Ticket sales start on Monday. There is a limited number of tickets
(100) due to boat capacity.

We will also be having a "Most Likely to...." awards that all may participate in but the winners
will be announced at the event. Look for this google form to vote with the ticket link on Monday.

Best,
Diana Perez
Roger Williams University School of Law, Class of 2022

Student Bar Association President 2021-2022

School of Law Commencement
Friday, May 20, 2022
All Day
RWU Law
Bristol Campus

School of Law Commencement
Friday, May 20, 2022
We look forward to celebrating Commencement with the Class of 2022. Please make a note of
important deadlines and other celebrations detailed below.
Due to capacity limits, each Law School Graduate will receive four guest tickets to the
School of Law Ceremony and six guest tickets to the main University Ceremony. Tickets
will be distributed to each graduate at the Mandatory Commencement Meeting in April or
mailed to the graduate.
LIVE STREAM UPDATE: The School of Law Commencement Ceremony will be live
streamed on Friday, May 20, 2022 at 11:30 AM. Streaming via YouTube may be found
here on Friday, May 20. Family & Friends may view the stream off or on campus. Viewing
will be available in the School of Law Building in Rooms 283, 262, and 286 (no tickets
required).
University Commencement Class of 2022 Schedule - PHASE I
Main Commencement Ceremony: Main Athletic Field behind the Campus Recreation Center,
Bristol Campus
8:00 AM – Gates open on Athletic Field for guests to be seated. Guests must be seated by 8:45
AM.
8:00 AM – Students report to Fieldhouse in the Campus Recreation Center.
8:30 AM – Instructions given to students in Fieldhouse.

8:45 AM – Processional begins from the Fieldhouse to Athletic Field (Please note: There is no
tent.)
9:30 AM – Ceremony begins.
10:30 AM – Recessional.
School of Law Ceremony Class of 2022 Schedule - PHASE II (Wave I)
School of Law Ceremony. Held in the Campus Recreation Center-Gym, Bristol Campus.
10:45 AM – Law students report to Fieldhouse for processional lineup.
10:45 AM – Doors open for guests to be seated.
Guests must be seated by 11:15 AM.
11:30 AM – School of Law Ceremony.
12:25 PM - Recessional.
12:30 PM – Diploma Pick up. School of Law. Law 285.
Regalia - Regalia is ready for pick up!
•

•

Students may pick-up during regular business hours at the Bookstore on the Bristol campus. You
must have a photo ID. The bookstore will not give regalia to anyone other than the graduate.
Hours are as follows:
o Monday - Tuesday – 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
o Wednesday – Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
o Friday – 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
o Saturday – 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Providence Pickup – The Law Bookstore will be at the Providence Campus on May 11, 2022,
from 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM. To arrange for Providence pick up, email Stephanie Rose,
srose@bncollege.com, by 12 noon Wednesday, May 11.

RWU Law Graduate Reception – Monday, May 16, 2022 – Save the Date for this special
evening as the School of Law Dean Gregory W. Bowman, Faculty, and Staff celebrate the Class
of 2022 at the Glen Manor House in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The event will start at 4:30 PM
with an awards presentation followed by hors d’oeuvres and cocktails. Invitations will be
forthcoming to law graduates with an RSVP by Friday, May 6 via this link.
RWU President’s Reception for Graduate Students and Law Graduate Students – Tuesday,
May 17, 2022 – All graduate students are invited to a reception with the RWU President from
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM in the Global Heritage Hall, Atrium, Bristol Campus. Graduate students will
receive an email invitation with an RSVP by Tuesday, May 10 to events@rwu.edu.

Commencement Boxed Lunches
Each graduating student will receive three (3) FREE lunch tickets. (Register HERE). Boxed
lunches will be provided starting at 11:00 AM through 1:30 PM on the lawn in front of Marine
and Natural Science Building. Additional boxed lunches ($9.00/per lunch ticket) are also
available at the above link. If you have any questions about the commencement boxed lunches,
please email scolliton@rwu.edu.
Special Accommodations
Persons who, because of a special need or condition, would like to request an accommodation for
an event should contact the RWU Law Events, as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours
before the event, so that appropriate arrangements can be made. lawevents@rwu.edu
Questions? | RWU Law Events | lawevents@rwu.edu

ATTN: School of Law Class of 2022
A few updates…
Regalia – Regalia is ready for pick up!
• Students may pick-up during regular business hours at the Bookstore on the Bristol
campus. You must have a photo ID. The bookstore will not give regalia to anyone other
than the graduate. Hours are as follows:
 Monday - Tuesday – 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
 Wednesday – Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
 Friday – 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
 Saturday – 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
• Providence Pickup – The Law Bookstore will be at the Providence Campus on May 11,
2022, from 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM. To arrange for Providence pick up, email Stephanie
Rose, srose@bncollege.com, by 12 noon Wednesday, May 11.
Commencement Rehearsal & BBQ - On Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 12:00 noon, there will be a
rehearsal in the Campus Recreation Center Fieldhouse for ALL graduates participating in the
ceremony on Friday, this includes School of Law, Graduate, and University College
Students. Important instructions will be given at the rehearsal, including arrival time,
procession and recession into the tents, and school ceremonies.
Important Commencement Day Details
• Neither the main ceremony nor the school ceremonies are mandatory, you may attend
both or only one of the two.
• Guests need tickets for the Main Ceremony and for the School of Law Ceremony.

•

•
•
•
•

Livestream: The School of Law Ceremony will be live streamed online HERE. Family &
Friends may view the stream off or on campus. Viewing will be available in the School of
Law Building in Rooms 283, 262, and 286 (no tickets required).
The Main Ceremony: Please allow yourself enough time to get to the field house by
8:00 AM. Processional will start at 8:45 AM.
The Law Ceremony: Please allow yourself enough time to get to the Rec Center Field
House no later than 10:45 AM. Processional will start promptly at 11:25 AM.
School of Law student name cards (read by Associate Dean Jared Goldstein) will be given
out beginning at 10:30 AM in the Field House.
Traffic will be heavy. Please plan accordingly.

A few Reminders…
Live Stream – The School of Law Commencement Ceremony will be live streamed on
Friday, May 20 at 11:30 AM. Family & Friends may view the stream off or on campus.
Viewing will be available in the School of Law Building in Rooms 283, 262, and 286 (no
tickets required). Streaming may be viewed here.
Commencement Boxed Lunches - Each graduating student may register for three (3)
FREE lunch tickets. (Register HERE). Boxed lunches will be provided on May 20 starting
at 11:00 AM through 1:30 PM on the lawn in front of Marine and Natural Science
Building. Additional boxed lunches ($9.00/per lunch ticket) are also available at the
above link. There will be a LIMITED number of lunches available for purchase the day of
Commencement, we urge you to register for your lunches BEFORE Commencement. If
you have any questions about the commencement boxed lunches, please email
scolliton@rwu.edu.
RWU Law Graduate Reception – Monday, May 16, 2022 – Register for this special
evening event as the School of Law Dean, Faculty, and Staff celebrate the Class of 2022
at the Glen Manor House in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The event will start at 4:30 PM
with an awards presentation followed by hors d’oeuvres and cocktails. Kindly RSVP by
Friday, May 6, 2022 via this link.
RWU President’s Reception for Graduate Students and Law Graduate Students –
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 – All graduate students are invited to a reception with the RWU
President from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM in the Global Heritage Hall, Atrium. Graduate
students will receive an email invitation with an RSVP by Tuesday, May 10 to
events@rwu.edu.

Updates will be communicated via email and posted on the School of Law’s
Commencement page.
Thank you & Congratulations!
RWU Law

Posted to Facebook 5/17/22

The Class of 2022 has voted Ann Marie Thompson, RWU Law's assistant director of Student
Finance & Records, as Staff Person of the Year. Congratulations Ann Marie!

Adjunct Professor of the Year 2022:
Michelle M. Alves, Esq. ’00, L’03
A formidable ‘Double Hawk’ who serves as Chief of the Trial
Division with the R.I. Public Defender, Alves has taught trial
advocacy to 2Ls and 3Ls for eight years.
May 18, 2022

Michael M. Bowden

Michelle M. Alves, Esq., ‘00 L ’03: Adjunct Professor of the Year 2022

A formidable ‘Double Hawk’ who serves as Chief of the Trial Division with the R.I. Public
Defender, Alves has taught trial advocacy to 2Ls and 3Ls for eight years.
Michelle M. Alves, Esq., ‘00 L ’03, Roger Williams University School of Law Adjunct
Professor of Law, has been voted by the Class of 2022 as Adjunct Professor of the Year!
Alves, who is a Rhode Island Assistant Public Defender, and Chief of the Trial Division at the
Office of the R.I. Public Defender, is a formidable Double Hawk: a two-time graduate of Roger
Williams University, she obtained her B.S. in Biology, followed by her Juris Doctorate,
graduating magna cum laude and third in her class.
Now an adjunct professor of law at her alma mater, Alves has taught trial advocacy to 2L and 3L
students for eight years. She has also served as a volunteer board member for the Rhode Island
nonprofit organization OpenDoors, which assists formerly incarcerated individuals with the

resouces they need to successfully reintegrate into society. Alves attended the National Criminal
Defense College in Macon, Ga., and the National Public Defende r Trial School at the University
of Dayton. In her 12-plus years as a Rhode Island Public Defender, she has tried dozens of bench
and complex jury trials to verdict.
“It is such an honor to be recognized by my wonderful students – and those students who did not
take either of my classes, yet volunteered their limited time to be witnesses and jurors in my
classes,” Alves said.
“As any of my students would surely acknowledge, I can be pretty tough – and the constructive
criticism stings at times,” she added. “But not one student over my 13 years of teaching ever
gave up. Instead, they stayed and worked harder to be better. Their resilience, courage, and work
ethic are a true testament to their dedication to be the best they can be. The end of each semester
leaves me full of pride about how far they have come, which is all the satisfaction I need to
return to teaching year after year. Thank you all!”
While a student at RWU Law, Alves served as a Notes and Comments editor for the Roger
Williams University Law Review. She was the 2003 recipient of the International Academy of
Trial Lawyers Student Advocacy Award, and the 2002 recipient of the Rhode Island Trial
Lawyers Association Scholarship. A member of the law school’s National Trial Team, Alves
was a 2002 regional finalist and a 2003 regional semi-finalist.

Posted to Facebook 5/19/22

Brittany R. Raposa, RWU Law Associate Director & Professor of Bar Support has been voted by the Class
of 2022 as Professor of the Year!
At Roger Williams University School of Law

Posted to Facebook 5/20/22
#rwulaw Commencement Day has arrived! Today we celebrate the Class of 2022! Check our stories through the day to
follow along #rwulaw2022
— at Roger Williams University School of Law.

